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EPA email

"Seal, Robert" <rseal@usgs.gov>

From: "Seal, Robert" <rseal@usgs.gov>

Sent: Fri Mar 28 2014 11:50:13 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: Lawrence Meinert <Imeinert@usgs.gov>
Subject: EPA email

Larry,

What | suspect is going on is that EPA is now debating whether or not to use its Clean Water Act 404c veto authority to
bar development of Pebble. The Bristol Bay assessment was meant to be an "objective", "scientific" investigation that
looked at risks associated with future mine development. That report has been finalized, and it has been forwarded on
to the "policy" side of EPA to see if any action is warranted by the agency. My guess it that the policy side may be

investigating some of the conclusions reached by the assessment before taking any sort of action.

Bob

Robert (Bob) Seal

US Geological Survey

954 National Center

12201 Sunrise Valley Drive
Reston, VA 20192

rseal@usgs.gov
W: 703-648-6290

"Meinert, Lawrence" <Imeinert@usgs.gov>

From: "Meinert, Lawrence" <Imeinert@usgs.gov>
Sent: Fri Mar 28 2014 11:54:40 GMT-0600 (MDT)
To: "Seal, Robert" <rseal@usgs.gov>

Subject: Re: EPA email

Thanks for keeping me informed.

Larry

On Fri, Mar 28, 2014 at 1:50 PM, Seal, Robert <rseal@usgs.gov> wrote:
Larry,

What | suspect is going on is that EPA is now debating whether or not to use its Clean Water Act 404c veto authority
to bar development of Pebble. The Bristol Bay assessment was meant to be an "objective", "scientific" investigation
that looked at risks associated with future mine development. That report has been finalized, and it has been
forwarded on to the "policy" side of EPA to see if any action is warranted by the agency. My guess it that the policy

side may be investigating some of the conclusions reached by the assessment before taking any sort of action.

Bob

Robert (Bob) Seal
US Geological Survey
954 National Center

EPA-6363-0000621
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12201 Sunrise Valley Drive
Reston, VA 20192
rseal@usgs.gov

W: 703-648-6290

Lawrence D. Meinert

Program Coordinator

Mineral Resources Program, Rm 4A324
U.S. Geological Survey

12201 Sunrise Valley Dr., MS 913
Reston, VA 20192

703-648-6100

Lmeinert@usgs.gov

EPA-6363-0000622
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